YHMEPA n loykéopuo Hpépa yro Tovg avrippneisg cuveionong
«Oy o€ TOLEPO KO GTPATOVS»
Tng IRANNAX XQTHPXOY

INo g 00£0TES OYELS KO KUTUKTIGELS TOV OVTUTOAEPIKOU KIVI|ROTOS pog pidnoay o [létap
Muiceprrg amé ™ XepPia, Tpoedpog Tov Barkavikod Tpqpatog tov Evponaikev I'pageiov Yo
™V Avtippnon Xvveionong kot 0 Mawkh Kaipavoprre amé ™y Bpetavia, eknpdoomos tng
o1elvovg opydvoonc «Payday».

[Ipookexinuévol Tov eAAnvikod TuNRatog g Atebvoig Apvnotiog Kot
TOV ZUVOEGHOV AVTIPPNGLOV ZVVEIONONG Y10, VO GUUUETATYOVY GE
EKONAMOCT] EV OYEL TNG ONUEPIVIG TTAYKOGLLOG NLEPOAC Y10 TOVG
avTIPPNGieG CLVEIONONS LOG EVILEPOTAY Y10 OGOVS EUTPOAKTOL
AVTIGTEKOVTOL 6TOV TOAENO TOGO 6T Balkdvio 660 kol 6Tov KOGHO
aeNVOVTAaG pag pe po aiotnomn atsrodoéiog. Iati;

* AMBeia, Oo pmopovoe kaveic vo, pavtootel pio eEAmdopopo Apiotepd o T1étap Mikicepre,

«KkAnpovoud tov Torépovy; Ki dpwmg £t yapaxtnpiler o ZépPog TpoedPog Tov Bakkavikod

[Tétap MikioePitg, to yeyovdg 0Tl 10 65% Tmv XépPmv mov kadovvtar  Tufuatog tov Evporaikod

VO VITNPETHGOVV, EMAEYOVV EVOALOKTIKN TOALTIKNY Onteia ot I'pageiov yo v Avtippnon

KOW®MPEAT 10pVUATOL. Xuveidnong Kot 0 Maka
Koipdvoprrg amd

Kotdoepav péiiota va katoxppdoovy to dikaiopa oty avtippnon  Bpetavia, eknpdomnog g
ovveidnong koAlepydvtog Tnv KovAtovpa, TG £1pivng kot Tng un Plag 61e6vodg opydvoong «Payday»
WG TPOVTOOETELS YOl 10, AGPAAT KOv@Vio, LOALG TPty Tpia xpOVIoL Kot

EVO TO KPATOG TOVG PP1oKATaV G GUVONKEG EKTAKTOV OVAYKNC.

Avt ) otrypn mepimov 30.000 avtippnoieg vanpeTovy TV evvidunvn Onteio ToVE OTACYOAOVIEVOL OE
neptocotepa. amd 1.500 voosokopeia, Kovmvikd kEvipa kol aAroD, evd mepimov 2.500 sivor ot oAkol
apPVNTEG GTPATELGNG TTOV OPVOLVTOL VO, DIINPETHCOLYV OTOLONTOTE OtTeiaL.

«Eivan pua EexdBopn Onrlmon tov véov g ZepPiag 6Tt dev emBLpovV va Adfovv uépog moTé o€
TOAELOY, AEEL.

Mia akopun TOPAPETPOS Y10, TO YEYOVOS OTL dEV YEVIKEDTNKE O TOAEUOG 0TV TTpdNV [ lovykociafio
glval 1o yeyovog 0Tt povo ot ZepPia, cOLPOVA Le EKTIUNOELS, TeptocdTepot amd 150.000
OTPATEVGILOL AVTPES EYKUTEASLYOV TN YDPO Y10, VO, YAITOGOVV T GTPATEVCT) 6T OGPKELD TOV
exfpompaidv mwov dmpkecav 0éka ypdvia. Ilepimov 14.000 ktvduvevovv dueca pe SIOEEC OC GUVETELD.
QVTNG NG EMAOYNG, EVAD KPLPOG TOPAUEVEL O UM EVKATAPPOVNTOS 0PLOUOS OGMV TO £0KUGOV A0 TO
LETOTTON.

‘Oc0 Y10 Vv 1d0on ota Baikdvio; Mewbvetatl o apOpdg tov avOpdRmv Tov vanpetohv 6TO GTPATO EVHD
o1yd o1yd Paivovv TPog TNV KaTapyNoN TS VITOXPEMTIKNG GTPATEVCTS.

2apag dopopetikd eivar ta Tpdypota otig HITA kot 1o Hvouévo Baciiero dmov o otpatog sivat
efelovTikic. «AvTég givat Kot 01 KOPIES OTPATIMTIKEG duvdpelg oto Ipdk mov gvBHvovtan yia to Odvato
eVOG EKATOUHVPIOV TTOAITOVY, pog Aéet 0 Bpetavog Mdik Kalpdavopirg: «Kot 0pwg og avtég tig 6o



YDOPES VIAPYEL EVOL TEPAOTIO Kol LOLIKOTOTO AVTITOAEMKO Kivio KaBmG TEPIGGATEPOL ATTO dVO
EKOTORROPI0. AVvOp®TOL KOTEPNKAYV GTOVG dPOUOVE Y10L VO, SLOONADGOVV KOTE TOL TTOAELOV TPV KOV
EeKVINOEL, KATL TTOVL OgV £XEL IGTOPIKO TTPOTYOVLLEVO).

211 xivnromoinoelg otic HITA onpavtikd poro mailovv ot taiiol Betepdvor tov Bietvap -6nwg o Pov
Koépitg mov tov yvopicape péca amd v towvia «I'evvnuévog v 4n lovAiov»- addd Kot avtoi mov
onNUePa TOAUOVV Vo opeiofnmoovy Tig eviodés. O Eiypev I'ovatdda oy 0 Tpdtog aSimpatikos o
apvnOnke vo el 6to Ipdk doknpuocOVTOC TaPd TIC AMELOVUEVES SUDEELS TMOG: «Apvovot vo,
CUUUETACK® GE VOV TOPAVOLO KOl AvOTIKO TOAELLOY.

O KoApdvoPirg pog amokaidmtel akdun Tig 00oteg mAeLPES TG 0vTioTaoNG, KOOMOS «mticw amd To
npdcoma oL Pyaivouv Onudclo VITApPYEL EVag TEPACTIOC APlOUOS TOV OPVEITUL VO VIINPETNCE: UTOPEL
VoL UMV €YEL EMONUWOS ovoKovmBOel, aAld ot Bpetavia xovv 1pimhactaotel o1 adtkotoloynTms
andvteg and To PETONO, VO avtiotoryo otowyeio Yo Tig HITA dev elvatl yvwoTtd.

Av1d ov givar Spm¢ YvmoTo eivar 4Tl 01 HEOVOTIKOTL GTPATELIEVOL (AQPOaEPIKAVOL,
AoTvoapeptkavol) TPOTOGTUTOVY KATE 0uTOV TOL TOAELOL: TEPlocOTEPOL 0mtd 1.600 oTpaTidTEg
vIéypayav Keipevo mov katédeocav otn I'epovoio amoit@vTag TV 0TOGVPOT TOV GTPATEVUATOV 0T
10 Ipdk émerta omd TpmTOBovAio EVOG LODPOL GTPOUTIAOTN. «AKOUN Kot 01 €0EMOVTES £Y0VV TO dKOimu
Vo 0AAGEOVY YVOUN, Vo apvN B0V v DINPETICOVV EKTOG TNG TATPIONS TOVG GE OOIKOIOAOYTTOVG
TOAELOVG 1) VO AAPOVV HEPOG GE YEVOKTOVIES.

Av kot m evnuépmon gival akopun Eva omd to 60paTo Tov TOAELOL, 1| dlappon otov THmo Ppetavikoy
VOOV TTov TEMKE TTEPaCE Kol TPoPAETEL 160P1 Yo dG0VG eyKotaieimovy To pétmno, o Kaipdvofirg
Oewpel 0TL dvoyepaivel TV EQOPROYN TOL Ao To. oTpaTodikein. Mio amdvOpman cVVIGTOCH TV
Bpetavik®V oTPATELUATOV Elval OTL XPNGUYLOTOOVV TOOLE-GTPATIDTES LE OTMOTELECO, VO EXOVV
oKoTmOEel akoun Kot 17ypovo Tondld-GTPaTIDTEC.

Ot yovaixec

Mio onpovtiKn, 0AAG ATOCIORNUEVT] CUVIGTAOGCE TOV AVIUTOASHIKOD KIVLOTOS Vol 1 10TOPi TV
yovork@v: ivol o1 untépeg, ovlvyor kat KOpeg Tov og peydlo Pabuod onkmoav o Bapog g
EKOTPOTEING Y10 TN YVOOTOTOINGCT TOV TEPITTAOCEDMY KOL TNV OTEAEVOEPMOOT TOV SIKAOV TOVG EMELON
apvnOnkav va vanpemoovy oto Ipdk. H d1e0vng mieon pdiioto og moAAEG TEPIMTMOGCELG 001 YNOE GTN
peimon tov Towvav. Xtn Bpetavio moAAEg yovaikeg HeTavaoTpleg Katéuyoy kel amd TNV AQpikn yio
VO YATTOGOLV T1) GTPATIOTIKN Onteia ko Tov EEVTEMGLO TOV 0TI GLVETAYETAL Y1 Lo yuvoika: Hovo
7OV TO VO ATOPUYELG TN OTPATELON dEV avayvmPIleTal g AOYOg Yo T YOpNynom acvAov. Mio akdun
olOTNAY wotopia givol avTh TOV PLOGUOV 6TO 6TPATO: TO Kivnua avoartdiydnke kvping otig HITA
ATOKOADTTOVTOS TOVG PLOGHOVG Oyl LOVOV YOVOIKADV, 0AAG KO AVIPAOV KOl TN OEGUIKT TOVG AmOKpLY),
dtvovtag ot dnpocidtto pio Aota pe tovg peyaivtepovg Practég otig HITA mov ftav 6Aot Tovg
GTPOATUOTIKOL.

EAEYOEPOTYIIIA - 15/05/2007

http://www.enet.gr/online/online_text/c=112,dt=15.05.2007,id=87495612



TODAY the International Day for the conscientious objectors
“No to war and armies”
By loanna Sotirchou

Petar Milicevic from Serbia, president of the Balkan Section of the European Bureau for
Conscientious Objection, and Michael Kalmanovitz from Britain, representative of the
international organization “Payday”, spoke to us about the invisible aspects and conquests of
the anti-war movement.

Invited by the greek section of Amnesty International and the greek
Association of Conscientious Objectors to participate in an event in
view of today’s international day for the conscientious objectors they
informed us about those who resist the war actively, both in the
Balkans and in the world, leaving us with a feeling of optimism. Why?

* Really, could anyone imagine a hopeful “heritage of the war”?
However, this is how the Serbian Petar Milicevic characterizes the fact
that 65% of the Serbs called up for military service choose an
alternative civilian service in welfare institutions.

From left to right: Petar
Milicevic, president of the
Balkan Section of the
European Bureau for
Conscientious Objection and
Michael Kalmanovitz from
Britain, representative of the
international organization
“Payday”

They have actually managed to establish the right to conscientious
objection by cultivating the culture of peace and non-violence as
preconditions for a safe society just three years ago and while their
state was in state of emergency.

At the moment about 30,000 objectors are serving their nine-month service working in more than
1,500 hospitals, social centers and elsewhere, while about 2,500 are the total objectors who refuse to
serve any kind of service.

“It is a clear declaration of the young Serbs that they do not wish to ever take part in war”, he says.

Another parameter for the fact that the war in the former Yugoslavia did not spread is the fact that only
in Serbia it is estimated that more than 150,000 conscripts left the country to avoid conscription during
the hostilities that lasted 10 years. Approximately 14,000 are at immediate risk of prosecution as a
result of this choice, while the “not inconsiderable number of those who ran away from the front”
remains hidden.

As for the tendency in the Balkans? The number of people serving in the army is diminishing while the
countries step by step are abolishing conscription.

Clearly different are the things in the USA and UK where the army is voluntary. “These are the main
military forces in Iraq, responsible for the death of one million citizens”, tells us the British Michael
Kalmanovitz. “However, in these two countries there is a huge and massive anti-war movement as
more than two million people got out at the streets to protest against the war even before it had
started, something that had never happened before in the history.”

In the mobilizations in the USA the role of the old Vietham War veterans is of great importance -such
as Ron Covic, whom we met through the movie “Born on the 4™ of July’- but also those who dare to



challenge the orders today. Ehren Watada was the first commissioned officer to refuse to go to Iraq,
declaring despite the threat of prosecution that “| refuse to be party to an illegal and immoral war”.

Kalmanovitz also reveals us the invisible sides of the resistance, as “behind the faces that go public
there is a huge number of people who refuse to serve”: it may have not yet been announced officially,
but in the Britain the “Absent Without Official Leave” from the front soldiers have tripled while no such
data are known for the USA.

What is known however is that the minority soldiers (African-Americans, Latin-Americans) are the
most active against this war: more than 1,600 soldiers have signed a document which they submitted
to the Senate, demanding the withdrawal of the troops from Iraq, following an initiative of a black
soldier. “Even the volunteers have the right to change their mind, refuse to serve outside their country
in unjustified wars or take part in genocides”.

Although information is one more war’s victim, Kalmanovitz claims it makes harder the application by
the military courts of a British law which leaked to the press and was finally voted, ruling that the
penalty for those who abandon the front is life imprisonment,. An inhuman component of the British
army is that they use children-soldiers and as a result even 17 years old children-soldiers have died.

The women

An important, though not often mentioned, part of the anti-war movement is the story of women: it's
the mothers, the wives and the daughters who have lifted a great deal of the weight of campaigning to
make the case of their men known and release them because they refused to serve in Iraq. Actually,
the international pressure in many cases led to the reduction of the penalties. Many women
immigrants have fled to Britain from Africa in order to avoid conscription and the humiliation it means
for a woman: yet, avoiding conscription is not considered as a reason to be granted asylum. Another
silent story is the rapes in the army: the movement was developed mainly in the USA revealing the
rapes not only of women but of men too and their institutional hiding, publicizing a list of the greatest
rapists in the USA who were all military men.



